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                                                      			           NEWSLETTER February/March 2026
The aim of our newsletters is to keep you informed and updated on key events, dates, and information you may need to know. A copy of the most up to date one can be found on our parent information board.
Term dates:
Tuesday 6th January 2026- Friday 13th February 2026
Monday 23rd February- Friday 27th March 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk525205455]      All term dates can be found on the parent information board outside our preschool gate.
Welcome back to all our families we hope you had a lovely break 
Chinese New Year (17th Feb -3rd March) Year of the Horse.
Due to being on half term break at the start of Chinese New Year the children will be celebrating from Monday 23rd Feb-3rd March. Throughout this week the children will have invitations to play around “Chinese New Year”, this will include opportunities to taste different Chinese foods at snack, dragon dancing and many fun opportunities to explore this celebration further. We would love if any families were willing to share how they celebrate Chinese New Year, Chinese items from home, clothing, music, books etc with the setting, so that the children can share experiences with one another and extend their learning even further. 
Pancake week- wk com 9th Feb (Due to being on half term on actual pan cake day/17.02.26). The children will have opportunities to make and taste pancakes week commencing 9th Feb, (A variety of tasty toppings and pancakes will be available during snack all week).  Fun Activity at home: Using the following ingredients (300ml milk, 2 eggs, 100g plain flour, oil) Allow your child to add the ingredients, to a bowl. Encourage your child to take turns mixing the ingredients with family members. Adult can now Add oil and mixture to a frying pan and cook until ready. * IF YOUR CHILD WOULD LIKE TO FLIP THE PANCAKE, WE WOULD SUGGEST PUTTING THE PANCAKE INTO A COLD UNUSED FRYING PAN TO REDUCE ACCIDENT RISKS. Learning opportunities include Counting, turn taking, social skills/listening, following instructions, talking about the products and where they come from (understanding the world) Engagement, Confidence that they can carry out a task, tasting new ingredients, modelling language /new key words. 
YOGA WILL RETURN TO FRIDAY AFTERNOON SESSIONS. Through popular demand Yoga will be returning on a FRIDAY AFTERNOON session (we will change the days/times throughout the terms so all children will get a chance to participate). This is a fantastic way for children to learn to move in new ways, relax, and follow simple instructions. 
Skills parents can help support at home: We highly recommend children are given opportunities and time to dress and undress themselves EVERY DAY. This skill is key for toileting, independence and school readiness. This includes helping/putting own shoes/coats on, pulling own trousers up after a nappy change, dressing for preschool, putting pyjamas on and finding the items of clothing they require. The key to this is to Make it fun and offer lots of encouragement, and support. Even starting with “you put one arm in and ill help with the other” is ideal way to start, encouraging further as your child’s skill set develops. ALWAYS allow plenty of time.   Useful information can be found on :Early Years Alliance support for parents Family Corner: helping your families to develop positive home learning environment 
Home | Early Years Alliance Family Corner

World book day Thursday 5th March 
To celebrate world book day, we are inviting parents to come into preschool and read to the children. Parents will be able to select a 15-minute reading slot to read to our children during the week (4th -6th March), parents are welcome to read their child’s favourite book from home or one from our setting. Time slots will be available nearer the time to select a time and day. 
Children are welcome to come dressed as their favourite characters this whole week (please ensure all outfits are “toilet friendly).
Fee increase: 
Fees will increase for non-funded hours from 1st April 2026, this will be in line with other local providers. Confirmation of increased amount will be made in February/March.  We will continue NOT TO CHARGEANY CHILDREN FOR SNACK OR CONSUMABLES
Returning children to Chipmonks in September 2026.
During March all parents of children due to return to Chipmonks in September will receive a preference of Session slip. This will be your chance to confirm your child is returning in September and to select the sessions you would require. We recommend you complete and return the forms asap so we can try our best to accommodate as many sessions selected as possible. Confirmation of sessions and key person will be confirmed by End of April. 
Are you eligible for 30hrs in September? To check go to  Apply for free childcare if you're working - GOV.UK.  

School leavers Sept 2026: Please could you let your child’s key person know as soon as your child’s school place is confirmed.
Allotment Alert!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Chipmonks Preschool has 2 raised allotment plots at the local allotment site of Kemsley Cresent. This a lovely secure allotment area, within walking distance of preschool, which will be an amazing opportunity for children to grow and learn, “whilst being very hands on”. Over the next few months, we aim to visit the site weekly with different groups of children to start growing our very own vegetables for our snack time.
We would hugely appreciate any seed donations, children’s handheld garden tools or equipment to help get us started, and of course any expert advice is always welcomed. A wish list of things needed include:
*Waterproofs *Handheld spades/folks *Potting pots/bamboo sticks *Seeds *Buckets *Netting*Wellington boots 
A wish list tub for any kind donations will be left outside the gate for the rest of the school term  Thank you in advance for your support.
Staff /Training:
Well done to Becky who completed her “induction to yoga with children” Edu care course. 
Karly and Mina have refreshed their safer recruitment training. 
And Mina who has completed: send code of conduct course. 
Polite reminders
*Children must come to preschool in weather appropriate clothing and footwear. (Coats, hats, scarf, gloves provided are always worn in the garden). PLEASE PLEASE can we remind you that Everything that comes into preschool MUST BE NAMED. All unnamed items can be found in a box next to the lunch boxes/we are unable to look for gloves that are not on string and have no name in them purely due to time. All hats and gloves need to be taken out of your child’s bag before coming into preschool so they can have access to them through out the session. 
Top tip: As lovely as it is for so many of our children having different coat options from home, it can cause your child confusion and even upset when they are looking for a different coat “every” day. To promote independence, we would recommend the 1 same coat (helps children look for a particular colour/pattern they know) for preschool to help ease any confusion for them during the day.  (Having a name in the coat also helping them to identify it). 
*It is important to let us know ON THE DAY, if anything has changed regarding your child’s sleep, eating, behaviour, family set up, or any change that may mean additional support or care is needed. (This can include even just one night’s bad sleep, or a one-off later bedtime, this information really helps us understand, support, realise why certain behaviours or emotions may need some extra “TLC”. So please let one of the ladies know at drop off (either face to face or on the comments slips provided ).
*All children must come to preschool with a school bag, containing a change of named clothes EVERYSESSION. Water play, mud, puddles, toilet accidents etc etc can happen on any day so it is important that ALL children always have spare clothes pls.  
*Toys from home must be kept at home pls. 
*All Bikes, Scooters, BUGGYS must be securely left at the bike store at the front of the building and not at the bench area at the back. (All items left at owners’ risk). 
*If you are running late at pick up, you must call preschool to inform us at least 5 minutes before the end of your child’s session.
*Morning drop off times are 8:45 and 9am only. 
*Absences: Please can All parent/carers ensure they contact preschool via, email, text or phone to notify us of ANY absences/days off, within the first hour of your child’s session they are due in. 

*Parents dropping off their children must arrive at 11;55 ready for a prompt 12:00 drop off. There is only 1 drop off time in the afternoon that is 12:00, lateness impacts lunch club, staffing availability to children, and the garden not opening on time for children to play. 
*If you child has had sickness or diarrhoea they cannot return to preschool until 48 hrs after their last “episode. 
*Children prescribe antibiotics cannot come to preschool until 48hours after first dosage.
Change of address/contact details/allergies/medicine Have you informed us of any changes to any of the following- home address, mobile numbers, new/old allergies your child has, different medication prescribed/stopped? It is vital that all essential information and relevant documents are kept up to date. So please inform us ASAP If So
30HR FUNDING Please refer to childcare choices.co.uk to see if you are eligible. Can all parents in receipt of 30 hr funding ensure all renew dates are kept to and new codes/expiry dates are emailed to chipmonksbp@yahoo.com






*Chipmonks safeguarding policy can be found on our website: www.chipmonkspreschool.comChipmonks Preschool Ltd are totally committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of the children and young people in our care.
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